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law;
(d)  To ensure only firms that fully meet eligibility standards are permitted to participate as DBEs;
(e)  To help remove barriers to the participation of DBEs in DOT-assisted contracts;
(f)  To assist the development of firms that can compete successfully in the marketplace outside the

DBE program; and
(g)  To provide appropriate flexibility to recipients of Federal financial assistance in establishing and

providing opportunities for DBEs. 123456789012
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The  Washington  State  Office  of  Minority and Women's Business Enterprises  (OMWBE)
administers  the  state  certification  program  pursuant to Chapter 39.19, Revised Code of Washington.
The intent of the state program is to maximize the opportunities for minority and women business enterprises
(MWBEs) to participate in public works projects and to provide goods and services to state agencies and
educational institutions.  Bona fide minority   and  women-owned  businesses  can  participate  in  the  state
program  by  becoming certified by OMWBE.

Federal Program

By contract with the Washington State Department of Transportation (DOT), OMWBE also
processes applications for  certification for the U.S. Department of Transportation's Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise (DBE) program pursuant to 49 CFR Part 26.

The federal program has several objectives:
(a)  To ensure nondiscrimination in the award and administration of DOT-assisted contracts in the

Department's highway, transit, and airport financial assistance programs;
(b)  To create a level playing field on which DBEs can compete fairly for DOT-assisted contracts;
(c)  To ensure the Department's DBE program is narrowly tailored in accordance with applicable

INTENT  OF  PROGRAMS
State Program

Prior to the establishment of the Office of Minority and Women’s Business Enterprises in 1983, local
jurisdictions and the Washington State Department of Transportation each certified the firms they used for meeting
their minority, women’s  and disadvantaged business enterprises participation goals.  In January of 1984, the
Washington State Department of Transportation transferred its federal disadvantaged business enterprise
certification activities to OMWBE.  Federal DBE certification is required for firms to be counted toward participation
goals on federal highway, transit and aviation projects administered by state, local and other jurisdictions in
Washington.

The Washington State Legislature adopted state-wide one-stop certification in 1987, establishing
OMWBE as the only agency responsible for processing applications for certification.  OMWBE's  certification is
recognized by all state agencies, educational institutions and local governmental jurisdictions  that  have  minority
and  women's business enterprises and DBE programs.










































